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On Nov. 4, government spokespersons told reporters that Finance Minister Thelmo Vargas had
stepped down from his post. President Rafael Calderon named Presidency Minister Rodolfo Mendez
Mata to replace Vargas. Mendez Mata, an engineer, will in turn be replaced by Rolando Lacle.
Vargas was the key architect of Costa Rica's economic restructuring program. He had publicly come
out in opposition to President Calderon's decisions last month to put a freeze on public employee
layoffs and to grant budget increases to public universities. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse,
ACAN-EFE, Notimex, 11/04/91)
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